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Let me be clear, a traditional two-year or four-year degree is not the right choice for 
every student.  However, the value of higher education – and the value of the UNG 
experience – are much greater than a diploma.  

We prepare students to think critically and to serve and to lead in their communities – to 
be problem solvers.  As a result, our graduates have a competitive edge that leads to 
unique job opportunities and highe
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expect it to impact UNG.  However, we will be cautious in managing our budget this year 
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Like going to the moon, I believe higher education is an investment in the power of ideas 
and an investment in human potential.  Our students are exceptional and they seek a 
degree that opens new doors and an experience that broadens their horizons.  I am proud 
that we are providing those opportunities. 

As an example, John Blessing, a first-generation student at our Gainesville Campus, 
initially did not believe he would be able to go to college. Last year, he became our first-
ever Truman Scholar, one of the most prestigious nationally competitive scholarships for 
graduate school.   

Caroline Brown won the NSF graduate research fellowship worth $134,000 and has been 
accepted to the biochemistry program at Yale.   

I’ll give you one more example – Melissa Silva came to UNG through the Realizing 
Inspiring Successful Educators, or RISE, program, a partnership between the Hall County 
Schools and our College of Education to help develop more Spanish-speaking teachers.   

As a RISE student, the Hall County School System paid Melissa’s tuition while she 
worked as a paraprofessional with elementary school English learners. She became the 
program’s first graduate a few days ago and is receiving a job offer from Hall County. 
But first – as a Fulbright recipient – she is going to the Kyrgyz Republic for a year as an 
English Teaching Assistant.    

UNG students earned over $482,000 in nationally competitive scholarships last year and 
we remain a national top-producer of Fulbright and Gilman award winners.    

Several of those students are members of our Corps of Cadets, and these awards and 
international internships help prepare them for global leadership opportunities.   As The 
Military College of Georgia, the Corps of Cadets is a signature part of UNG and who we 
are.   

We commissioned 107 cadets as second lieutenants this year, making a significant 
contribution to U.S. national security. We are also the primary provider of officers for the 
Georgia Army National Guard.  Our graduates serve all over the world, including 
Afghanistan and Iraq.   

Notably, alumnus General Stephen J. Townsend, who is a four-star general, assumed 
command of U.S. Africa Command in July. 

Closer to home, our Ranger Challenge Team competed at the International Sandhurst 
Military Skills Competition at West Point in April.  The team finished third in this world 
competition out of 49 teams and was the #1 ROTC team in the nation.   

This week, we have more than 200 new cadets in training through “FROG Week,” as 
they assimilate into the Corps of Cadets.   

I want to take this opportunity to welcome Col. Joe Matthews, a 1994 graduate, as our 
new commandant.  Welcome back to UNG, Col. Matthews.    
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Our athletics program had great success this year, too.  We won conference 
championships in women's basketball, softball, and baseball and individual conference 
championships in rifle and track and field.   

Women’s basketball went on to its first NCAA Southeast Regional Championship and 
advanced to its first-ever Elite 8 appearance.   

Women’s tennis also advanced out of the regional round of the NCAA tournament and 
advanced to the Elite 8 for the first time in program history.   

With 59 Peach Belt Conference Academic honorees this year, it is clear that our scholar-
athletes have the determination and leadership to excel in the classroom, as well as on the 
field or on the court.    

As talented as our students are, they don’t achieve these sorts of outcomes alone.  You 
have heard me say many times that our employees are the best you will find anywhere.  
Our facilities and grounds are beautifully landscaped and maintained, our campuses are 
safe learning environments, we have a wonderful commitment to customer service, you 
lift one another up, and you serve as amazing mentors to our students – 
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Northeast Georgia is a fast-growing area of the state that includes some of the most 
affluent, high-population counties as well as very rural communities where the college 
attainment levels are lower than 20%.   

We know that increased educational attainment contributes to healthier communities, 
higher levels of civic engagement, and higher lifetime earnings.  

The research shows that associate degrees pay bring 18 percent more in wages than a 
high school credential and that bachelor’s degree have an even higher wage premium — 
71 percent more than a high school credential. 

To emphasize the growing career opportunities and educational requirements in our 
region, our 2nd annual Regional Education and Economic Development Summit in 
September will feature Lt. Gov. Geoff Duncan as the keynote speaker.  The event brings 
together students, educators, and industry and community leaders to highlight the high-
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